Bristol Bay
Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed—lifeblood of the world’s largest wild sockeye salmon runs—is threatened
by plans for a gigantic open-pit gold mine.

What'’s at Stake:

= Alaska’s Bristol Bay in southwest Alaska is defined by salmon—a half-
million square miles of rivers and streams sustain the largest
remaining wild salmon populations on Earth.

=  Up to 40 million salmon return from the sea to their spawning
grounds in these pristine waters each year.

= |nreturn, the salmon nourish a wild, largely unspoiled ecosystem that
teems with wildlife--huge brown bears, one of the largest caribou
herds in Alaska, moose, wolves, raptors, migratory birds.

= Salmon are also the foundation of the Bristol Bay region’s culture and
economy, providing over 450 million dollars in direct annual benefits.

= Commercial and sport fishing are some of the region’s most
important sources of employment and subsistence fishing has sustained the region’s Alaska Native peoples for
millenia.

= Aplanto develop a massive open-pit gold and copper mine at the headwaters of Bristol Bay is well underway and if
developed would alter this landscape forever. (Salmon photo © Ben Knight.)

The Threat: Pebble Mine

= Pebble Mine threatens Alaska’s wild salmon and the health of the
entire ecosystem that depends on them.

= |f developed, it will be the largest open-pit mine in North America.

= To extract billions of tons of raw ore from the mine, an enormous
hole--more than 2 miles across and 2,000 feet deep--would be
gouged into the earth.

= Qver 10 billion tons of mine waste would be dumped into man-made
lakes, created by flooding 10 square miles of land behind earthen
dams more than 4 miles long and 750 feet high.

=  Toxic chemicals would be impounded in these lakes—located in an active earthquake zone.

= And to keep things running smoothly, 35 billion gallons of water would be drawn from local streams and rivers each
year. (Mine exploration © Erin McKittrick)

The Opportunity:

= The grave threat posed by the Mine has united a diverse coalition of stakeholders (commercial and sport fisherman,
Alaska Native villages, local tourism operators, environmental groups) because of their shared interest in protecting
this extraordinary region. X S e B 7 e

»  This Bristol Bay Working Group (BBWG) is currently focused on It RSk &
supporting an effort by the Environmental Protection Agency to
review all existing scientific research on the region to determine
whether they should use their authority under the Clean Water Act to
withdraw permits for the disposal of dredge and fill material into the
waters of Bristol Bay.

= Alaska Conservation Foundation financially and strategically supports
the efforts of the BBWG, which includes the scientific research, legal
support and public outreach necessary to protect the Bristol
Bay watershed and the communities that rely on it remaining healthy. (Bear photo by USFS)

How your customers can help: Alaska
By donating to ACF, they can help support these efforts to protect Bristol Bay from the % Conservation

certain ruin that would be inflicted by the Pebble Mine. Foundation




Climate, Coal and Energy
Instead of exploiting the state’s massive coal reserves—the world’s dirtiest energy source and known
contributor to climate change—ACF focuses on developing clean energy sources

What'’s at Stake:

The Threat: More Coal, More Global Warming

Alaska has over 5 trillion tons of coal still left in the ground around
the state—1/8 of the world’s total reserve.

40% of the world’s electricity is generated from coal—and usage
globally is expected to rise significantly in the next twenty years.
Meanwhile Alaska’s Arctic suffers catastrophic change from global
warming as multi-national corporations and political leaders push to
exploit the state’s huge untapped coal deposits.

Rising temperatures—as much as 7 to 10 degrees in winter over the
last 50 years—are causing sea ice to shrink, threatening extinction for
the polar bear, melting permafrost, and displacing people from their
villages.

Alaska’s coal would be burned in Asia where the toxic pollutants would ride prevailing winds right back here, but
wherever it is burned, coal will certainly accelerate the global warming that is already transforming the state’s Arctic
environment. (Western Arctic photo by Tim Leach.)

The Opportunity:

Today, there is one coal mine operating in Alaska but plans are
underway across the state to create a booming coal industry.

A massive coal strip mine is being planned at the majestic Chuitna
River, 45 miles west of Anchorage, which would require mining
through 11 miles of active salmon spawning habitat—the first time
such a destructive practice would ever be permitted in Alaska.

And just a few miles outside of pristine Denali National Park, an Alaska
utility and the state government are working to restart a now defunct
coal-fired plant.

Elsewhere, developers have their sights set on the world’s largest single deposit of coal, in Alaska’s western Arctic,
which happens to also be home to the nation’s largest caribou herd. (Coal photo by Tim Leach.)

Renewable energy opportunities abounds in Alaska—wind, geothermal, and tidal
potential position Alaska to be an international leader in renewable energy
research, development and production.

Just last year, the state legislature passed visionary legislation that calls for among
other things increasing renewable energy production, creating a fund that will
create jobs while developing clean technologies of the future, and making millions
available for energy efficiency retrofits.

Alaska Conservation Foundation (ACF) is at the forefront of this effort, providing
financial and strategic support for the efforts of the Alaska Clean Energy Campaign,
a coalition of more than 30 conservation and tribal organizations working to keep
Alaska’s coal in the ground and help transition the state to a clean energy economy.
(Windmill photo © Damion Brook Kintz.)

How vyour customers can help:

By donating to ACF, you help support efforts to keep Alaska’s coal in the ground, where
it belongs, and create the shift to a robust clean energy economy.
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The Tongass
The Tongass National Forest—the world’s largest remaining old-growth coastal temperate rainforest—is
at a critical crossroades.

What'’s at Stake:

The Tongass is:

The Threat: Clearcutting, Privatization

Home to the largest stands of coastal temperate rainforest remaining in the
world.

An internationally significant reservoir of biodiversity supporting some of the
world’s healthiest populations of wild salmon, grizzly bears, and bald eagles.

A region that has been inhabited for thousands of years by Alaska Native peoples
whose cultures are inextricably linked to this land.

The foundation of the local economy in the small coastal communities located in
the region (i.e. its supports commercial fishing and tourism).

The Opportunity:

How your customers can help:
By donating to ACF and our partner organizations, they can help protect

Extensive logging has damaged a significant portion of the largest forest stands in
the Tongass . -
Timber corporations have clearcut almost one million acres of the ecologically rich forests in southeast Alaska.
Although the U.S. Forest Service has made significant improvements in managing the Tongass in recent years, it
continues to offer large areas of the Tongass’ old-growth forest for logging.

Additionally, private interests continue to lobby Congress for more transfer of public lands to prlvate ownershlp
On the ground, large areas that were clearcut are slowly growing T g
back into dense thickets of young trees nearly impenetrable to
wildlife.

Old logging roads are falling into disrepair, filling streams with erosion
and blocking the way for salmon and other fish. (Tongass photos ©
Richard Carstensen.)

The ongoing threat facing the Tongass has united Alaska Conservation
Foundation, our partners, and other local stakeholders to work with
local Tongass communities to build a new regional economy based
on:

Sustainable forest management based on second-growth forests
Local planning and employment

Strong, diverse, and resilient local economies

Protecting areas that are important for salmon and wildlife
Restoring damaged streams and forests

We are seeking solutions rather than advocating for a “no-cut” policy.
ACF plays a key coordination role in the Tongass protection effort to
find solutions to the current land use conflicts in the Tongass and
funds the local groups working on the ground toward this end. (Bear
and eagle photo © USFWS)
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the majestic old-growth rainforest in the Tongass National Forest and support the innovative solutions being explored by
ACF and our grantees.
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